
 

THURNBY & BUSHBY PARISH COUNCIL 
17 Shetland Way, Countesthorpe,  

Leicester, LE8 5PU 
 0116 2786280 email: thurnbyclerk@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING, MONDAY 24 MAY 2018 

CHAIR AND CLERK’S REPORT  

 

This year’s report provides an overview of some of the Parish Council’s work over the last 12 

months. For more detail, residents are invited to view the minutes of monthly meetings on the 

Council’s website at http://thurnbyandbushby.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/ Meetings are held 

on the second Monday of the month, commencing at 7.00 pm, at the Hill Court Community Centre. 

Meetings are open to the public and include a standing agenda item for residents to raise issues. 

In addition, the Parish Council provides an article for the TABS newsletter, addressing topical 

issues during the year.  

This year the Parish Council held its Annual PC Meeting on Monday 14 May. This is the meeting 

when the Chair and Vice-Chair are elected. Pat Chamberlain and Haydn Gopsill were nominated to 

stand again as Chair and Vice-Chair respectively and were duly elected. In addition, 

representatives on the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group and the Sports and Recreation 

Working Group were nominated and the Parish Tree Wardens were appointed. 

The Parish Council was also extremely pleased to welcome Kate Goodacre as a Councillor. Kate 

had attended a meeting several months ago as a member of the public with concerns over a 

planning application. This had prompted her to think about putting her name forward for co-option, 

and after attending a couple more meetings as observer, she was co-opted at the Annual Parish 

Council meeting. Unfortunately over the last few months, three Councillors, Simon Brown, Nigel 

Garner and Ian Harris have resigned due to other commitments. So the Parish Council has three 

vacancies – any residents interested in finding out more should contact the Chair, Pat Chamberlain 

or the Clerk. Alternatively, follow in Kate’s footsteps and come along on the second Monday of the 

month to find out more. 

Amanda Burrell and Julie Mee continue to run the Parish Council Information Centre (PCIC) at Hill 

Court on Wednesday mornings from 9.30 to 11.30, in term time. Residents are welcome to pop in 

to ask questions, use the IT facilities or simply to have a chat over a cup of tea or coffee.  

Hill Court is used by Leicestershire County Council and the Leicestershire (NHS) Partnership Trust 

as a Children’s Centre and is also available for hire by local groups. The Centre is fully carpeted 

and centrally heated, with a large meeting room and a kitchen with tea and coffee make facilities.   

The hourly rate is £10.00 and anyone interested in hiring the Centre for one off or regular bookings 

should contact the Clerk for more information.  

Later in the agenda, Simon Galton will report on progress of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering 

Group. While the Parish and Ward Councillors have an important role to play through 

representation on the NP Steering Group, it is important to remember that a neighbourhood plan is 

developed by the local community for the benefit of Thurnby and Bushby. There are currently four 

resident members who are playing an active role as members of the Group, but more 

representation from across the parish is needed. This might be as a member of the Steering 

Group; joining sub-groups to look at specific issues; or undertaking other tasks such as distributing 

http://thurnbyandbushby.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/


questionnaires. Do contact Simon if you are interested in taking part and making a contribution to 

the future of the parish.  

As reported last year, the Parish Council established a Sports and Recreation Working Group to 

review provision at Wadkins and Manor Field. This was in parallel with the HDC Playing Pitch 

Review. The PPS has now been published and provides more certainty about future developments 

across the District including Thurnby and Bushby. 

The Parish Council was very pleased to support the Village BBQ last September, which provided 

an ideal opportunity to launch the Multi-Use Games Area (MUGA) at Manor Field. This has proved 

to be extremely popular with youngsters and families. It is a turn up and play facility, with no 

charge.  

We would like to thank residents who participated in this years ‘Parish Spring Clean’ which took 

place on Saturday 17 March. Despite the awful weather, around 10 people turned up and collected 

20 bags of rubbish on the road to Stoughton.  

Finally, as residents will be aware, parish councils have a statutory “power” to raise funds through 

a levy known as a “precept”. The precept enables parish councils to fund services which are 

specifically targeted to meet the needs of the local communities which they serve. The precept is 

collected by the local billing authority (Harborough District Council) as an additional sum, 

separately itemised on householders’ Council Tax bills. The Parish Council is pleased to confirm 

that there will be NO INCREASE in the precept levy for 2018-19. In fact, as the number of Band D 

properties has gone up with new builds in the village, there will be a slight decrease in the annual 

charge per Band D household from £46.31 to £44.33. 

 

 

 

 


