
 

 
 

THURNBY & BUSHBY PARISH COUNCIL 

 
 

1 
 

Sue Bloy, Clerk to the Parish Council 
17 Shetland Way, Countesthorpe 
Leicester, LE8 5PU 

 0116 2786280 
Email: thurnbyclerk@yahoo.co.uk 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD VIRTUALLY VIA ZOOM  
ON MONDAY 13 JULY 2020, AT 7.00 P.M. 

 
The meeting was recorded. 

The recording will be destroyed by the Clerk once the minutes have been approved. 
 

PRESENT 
Members: Mr H Gopsill (Chair), Mrs A Burrell, Mrs E Derrick, Mrs E Hale, Mr R Lamming, Mrs V Poole and 
Mrs M Wakley 
District and County Councillor: Mr S Galton 
Clerk: Mrs S Bloy 
Members of the Public: there was one member of the public present 

  ACTION 
20/113 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies were received and accepted from Mrs K Goodacre and Mr J King. 
Apologies were also received from District Cllr Mr P Elliott. 

 

20/114 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION FROM MEMBERS ON MATTERS IN WHICH 
THEY HAVE A DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST 
There were no requests for dispensation.  

 

20/115 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 8 JUNE 2020 
Subject to the correction of Mrs J Lord and Mrs M Wakley in minute 20/109 (e), the 
minutes of the above meeting were approved and signed by the Chair as a true 
record. The signed copy of the minutes will be retained by the Chair for inclusion in 
the minute book once “actual” meetings have been resumed. It was noted that the 
recording of the meeting will now be destroyed by the Clerk.  

 

20/116 MATTERS ARISING FOR INFORMATION 
There were no matters arising from the minutes for information. 

 

20/117 MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC (PUBLIC SESSION) 
The following matters were raised: 
a) ASB in the Wadkins Recreation Ground car park – concerns raised by a 
resident and correspondence from another resident were noted regarding: groups 
gathering in the car park; alleged drug dealing; the use of illegal substances; and, the 
ensuant littering of the car park.  

Suggestions from members of the public to address the issues included installing a 
barrier/bollards across the entrance to the car park; removal of the shrubbery on the 
boundary with Wadkins Way; improved security lighting; and the installation of CCTV, 
and were noted. 

While expressing concern over the issues raised, it was stated that the Parish 
Council has no jurisdiction over, or responsibility for the area. This lies with HDC as 
the land owner and TABSASA as lessee. 

It was reported that while the police have increased patrols of the area, a significant 
increase in the level of ASB across the Harborough District is putting considerable 
pressure on police resources, and responses may be delayed. However, the 
importance of reporting incidents to the police via 101 (non-emergency) or 999 
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(emergency) or on-line at www.leics.police.uk was emphasised. This will assist in 
ensuring that major occurrences are addressed and all are logged. It was noted that 
HDC are working closely with the police and have initiated a schedule of patrols of 
public open spaces across the District. 

It was agreed to forward correspondence received and a copy of the minute to HDC, 
TABSASA and the police. It was also agreed that the Treasurer of TABSASA be 
invited to have discussions with the Chair regarding possible grant funding to address 
ASB issues.  

b) Tennis courts at the Wadkins recreation ground – it was reported by a member 
of the public that there has been a significant increase in the use of the tennis courts 
during the Covid-19 pandemic. It was hoped that the Parish Council would support 
works to enable both courts to be used. It was noted that this matter was to be 
considered later in the meeting under agenda item 11(a) and agreed to bring this 
item forward. 

It was reported that a grant application had been received from TABSASA for the 
replacement of both nets and associated posts and other remedial works to the 
tennis courts. The Parish Council was delighted that the courts are proving to be so 
popular during Covid-19 pandemic and agreed that usage as a community facility 
should be encouraged and supported. It was proposed by Mrs A Burrell and 
seconded by Mrs E Hale, that the Parish Council support this as a community project 
and fund the costs in full, including signage and weed spraying along the perimeter. 
This was RESOLVED. It was agreed that the Clerk would check whether there are 
any issues relating to the lease between HDC and TABSASA and seek HDC 
guidance on a suitable contractor.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk & 
Cllr HG 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

20/118 CLERK’S REPORT 
The following matters were reported: 
Planning decisions 
20/00466/FUL – erection of outbuilding/guesthouse (13 Dalby Avenue, Bushby). 
Withdrawn.  
20/00564/FUL – conversion of loft and garage, erection of single storey side 
extension and car port to front (revised scheme of 20/00294/FUL), (1a Wadkins Way, 
Bushby). Approved. 
20/00599/FUL – demolition of conservatory and erection of single storey rear 
extension (652 Uppingham Road, Thurnby). Approved. 
20/00623/TPO – works to trees (fell) (LCC TPO 13), (13 Newstead Avenue, Bushby). 
Approved. 
20/00626/FUL – erection of 2 storey side/front extension and single storey front 
extension (8 Hollies Way, Thurnby). Approved.  
20/00714/TCA – works to trees (fell), (25 Main Street, Thurnby). Approved.  
20/00849/TPO – works to trees (fell) (LCC TPO 6)), 95 Hollies Way, Thurnby). 
Approved.  
Jelson development off Pulford Drive – works to the footpath around the swale 
have been completed.  
Parish Council’s application for a domestic rate grant for Hill Court – the Parish 
Council had been advised to apply for a grant of £10k. However, it transpired that the 
PC was not eligible as it is a precepting body. 
Land at Manor Field South – following a complaint from a resident regarding the 
state of the field, this was reported to Pavilion Estates, the managing agent. It is 
understood that clearance work has been completed along the perimeters with the 
footpath and neighbouring properties.  

 

http://www.leics.police.uk/
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20/119 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
Mrs M Wakley reported that she had met with Mrs J Lord regarding outstanding tree 
issues. 

Jelson development off Pulford Drive - concerns regarding trees planted on the 
development were noted, including the need to release tree ties. It was noted that 
issues had been raised in an earlier site visit between the developer and 
representatives of the Parish and District Councils, including the need to remove 
dead trees, provide replacements and/or funding and ensure appropriate siting of 
trees. The latter may entail removal of some trees which are in close proximity to 
properties or which may impede boundary hedge maintenance. However, 
developments have been curtailed by Covid-19. It was agreed that Mrs Wakley would 
co-ordinate a review of trees on the Jelson development to inform the Parish 
Council’s further discussions with the developer. It was emphasised that negotiations 
are ongoing with the developer and that no commitments should be made to 
residents.  

Replacement of Memorial tree on Church Green – it was confirmed that the tree 
will be replaced in the autumn 2020. It has become apparent that the ground situation 
in the current location is not suitable and that guidance will be sought from Mark 
Goddard regard an alternative, subject to the agreement of the landowner, HDC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr MW, 
Mrs JL & 
tree 
wardens 
 
 
Cllr MW & 
Clerk 
 

20/120 REVIEW OF STANDING ORDERS, FINANCIAL REGULATIONS AND RELATED 
POLICIES 
It was proposed by Mrs A Burrell and seconded by Mr R Lamming that the following 
be approved with any necessary minor amendments: 
Code of Practice for Handling Complaints – no amendments 
Grants Policy – increase small grant from £300 to £500. 
Media Policy – add that if the Clerk is unavailable, matters be dealt with by the Chair 
and/or Vice-Chair.  
Planning Policy – amend requirement for replacement of felled trees to be within the 
curtilage of the land were felled and delete alternative to provide trees elsewhere in 
the parish.  

It was agreed that approval of the following be further deferred:  
Risk Assessment Policy – to be reviewed in the light of current legislation 
Standing Orders – subject to revised guidance from NALC. 
Financial Regulations – subject to further guidance from internal auditor (meeting to 
be arranged in August 2020). 

It was further agreed that guidance be sought from the LRALC and HDC regarding 
revisions to the Code of Conduct. 

 

20/121 ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN 
It was proposed by Mr R Lamming and seconded by Mrs V Poole that: 
a) The Internal Audit Report 2019/20 be received and noted. 
b) The Annual Governance Statement 2019/20 (Section 1 of Annual Return) be 
approved and signed by the Chair and the Clerk; 
c) The Accounting Statements 2019/20 (Section 2 of the Annual Return) be approved 
and signed by the Clerk as RFO and the Chair.  

The above matters were RESOLVED. 

 

20/122 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
It was proposed by Mrs A Burrell and seconded by Mr H Gopsill that the following be 
approved. This was RESOLVED. 
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Payments  
i) LRALC (fee for Cllr training) - £40.00 
ii) Soar Valley Press (printing of Covid-19 flyers) - £152.09 
iii) Somerbys (internal audit) - £216.00 (180.00 + 36.00 VAT) 
iv) Thurnby Memorial Hall (grant) - £2,000 
v) DCK Accounting Solutions (Payroll) - £30.00 (25.00 + 5.00 VAT) 
vi) S R Bloy (Salary) - £929.80 
vii) S R Bloy (reimbursement of expenditure) - £12.00 
vii) LRALC (NALC and LRALC annual subscription) - £578.69 
viii) Tony Crowther Consultancy Ltd (risk assessments of Manor Field MUGA and Hill 
Court Community Centre) - £350.00 
Direct Debits and Service Charge 
i) Total Gas and Power (electricity at Hill Court) - £25.58 
ii) ESPO (gas at Hill Court) - £28.62 
iii) HDC – annual rental charge for land at Manor Field (£150.00) 
iv) Total Gas and Power (electricity at Hill Court) - £25.97 
v) Quarterly service charge - £18.00 
vi) EMH Homes – service charge and insurance (£146.67) 
vii) BT (Clerk and PCIC phone and internet) - £116.97 
Purchases 
i)  Tranter Fire and Security – fire risk assessment at Hill Court (price confirmed as 
£325.00 + VAT) 
ii) Tranter Fire and Security – completion of works identified in risk assessment 
(£277.00 + VAT) 

20/123 GRANT APPLICATIONS 
a) TABSASA – the application for funding towards the Wadkins tennis courts had 
been considered earlier in the meeting (minute 20/117(b) refers) and noted that the 
Parish Council had agreed to fund works as a community project. 
b) Scouts and Guides – it was noted that costings for the signage relating to the 
wildflower verge had been obtained and that the Scouts and Guides Group will be 
submitting an application.   

 

20/124 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
Mrs A Burrell did not take part in discussion, other than to provide advice. 
a) 20/00782/FUL – erection of dwelling and associated landscape works 
(19/00840/FUL)), (60 Dalby Avenue, Bushby). It was agreed to submit a NEUTRAL 
response with a request that the case officer take account of the following: 
▪ the overbearing impact of the development on the street scene as viewed from 

Dalby Avenue – it was questioned whether the architectural drawings submitted 
with the revised application provide a sufficiently accurate reflection of the true 
impact on the street scene, in particular the relative height of the proposed 
development in relation to neighbouring properties.  

b) 20/00813/FUL – conversion of bungalow to 2 storey house, erection of single 
storey side and rear extensions, removal of garage and erection of media room in 
rear garden (11 Anthony Drive, Thurnby). It was agreed to OBJECT to the application 
on the following grounds: 

▪ overdevelopment of the site; 
▪ impact on the street scene which comprises bungalows from Herrick Drive 

westwards to Anthony Drive; 
▪ overbearing impact on neighbouring properties; 
▪ impact on the balance between 11 Anthony Drive and the neighbouring 

bungalow, 13 Anthony Drive. 
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c) 20/00849/TPO – works to trees(fell), (LCC TPO6), (5 Hollies Way, Thurnby). It was 
reported that Mr A Shaw, LCC Landscape Officer had confirmed that the tree is 
exempt from TPO6 and can therefore be felled in the interest of safety. 
d) 20/00893/TPO – works to trees (fell), (HCC TPO 161), (903 Uppingham Road, 
Bushby). It was agreed to submit a NEUTRAL response and leave the decision to the 
case officer.  
e) 20/00901/FUL – erection of 2 storey side and single storey rear extensions; 
alteration to fenestration and installation of cladding and render (4 Angus Close, 
Thurnby). It was agreed to submit a NEUTRAL response with no comments. 
f) 20/00909/ADV – installation of various signage etc (The Co-operative, Station 
Road, Thurnby). It was agreed to submit a NEUTRAL response with no comments. 
g) Additional item - 20/00451/FUL – amended plans (45 Telford Way, Thurnby). It 
was agreed that Councillors would look at the amended plans on-line and send 
comments to the Clerk for submission by the deadline, which occurs before the 
August meeting.  
It was proposed by Mr H Gopsill and seconded by Mr R Lamming that the above 
decisions be approved. This was RESOLVED.  

20/125 PLANNING ENFORCEMENT AND COMPLIANCE 
There were no matters for consideration. 

 

20/126 COMMUNITY SAFETY 
a) Highways and Community Safety Fund 
It was proposed by Mrs M Wakley and seconded by Mrs A Burrell that the Parish 
Council apply to use the allocated £5k for speed restriction measures. It was noted 
that this is a collaborative approach with Scraptoft Parish Council and that a joint 
flyer to residents has been circulated to all residents. This was RESOLVED.  

In addition, the following was agreed as further clarification of the use of the funding: 

“Parishes Community Fund to villages in Leicestershire for temporary measures 
during the Covid-19 pandemic.  

This is a one-off sum of money, allocated by the Authority to parishes for the sole purpose of 
enabling social distancing and active travel within the local community. Thurnby and Bushby 
and Scraptoft Parish Councils have each been allocated a sum of £5k. 

A Joint Community Safety Working Group considered the options that were available and has 
recommended that the funding should be used to temporarily reduce speed in the heart of the 
two villages and the stretch between them on Station Road/Station Lane. The pavements in 
both parishes are narrow in many places, making it difficult for pedestrians and cyclists to 
observe social distancing and consequently resulting in increased use of the carriageway. 
This is particularly evident in areas where pedestrians congregate, for example at school 
gates and shop entrances. 

Speeding has long been an issue for the two villages and evidence from a recent survey, 
commissioned by the Parish Councils, has identified roads where drivers regularly exceed the 
30mph speed limit. In the interest of pedestrian and cyclist safety, the two Parish Councils 
have requested that the funding allocated be used to temporarily reduce speed limits to 
20mph. These measures will initially be in place for a period of 3 months and may be 
extended. 

b) Report from the Community Safety Working Group 
It was noted that there was nothing to report. 

 

20/127 INDOOR SPORTS FACILITIES 
It was proposed by Mrs E Derrick and seconded by Mrs A Burrell that Pick Everards 
be appointed to undertake a structural survey of the Wadkins Pavilion (£1,362.55) in 
order to inform the Parish Council’s further considerations regarding the provision of 
indoor sports facilities on the site. This was RESOLVED.  

 
 
 
 
Clerk 
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20/128 APPOINTMENT OF PARISH COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES AND WORKING 
GROUP MEMBERS 
The following were agreed: 
TABSASA – Mrs A Burrell (representing the Parish Council) 
Community Safety Working Group: Mrs A Burrell, Mrs E Derrick, Mr H Gopsill and Mr 
S Galton – meeting as a joint Working Group with representatives of Scraptoft Parish 
Council.  
Indoor Sports Facilities Working Group: Mrs A Burrell, Mrs E Derrick, Mr H Gopsill, 
Mr R Lamming and Mr S Galton. 

 

20/129 APPOINTMENT AND ROLE OF TREE WARDENS 
It was noted that Mrs K Goodacre and Mr J King, current tree wardens have provided 
their apologies due to personal and work commitments. It was agreed that Mrs M 
Wakley would in the meantime take on a co-ordinating role. 

 

20/130 ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
a) Fly tipping and litter – the Parish Council was delighted to learn that the team at 
HDC have been nominated for two awards in relation to their work to address fly 
tipping.  
b) Overgrown hedges and jitties – there continue to be issues and Cllrs are asked 
to take note of areas of concern and report these to the next meeting. 

 
 
 
 
 
All Cllrs 

20/131 PERSONNEL MATTERS 
It was agreed to establish a Personnel Committee comprising Mr H Gopsill, Mrs E 
Derrick and Mrs V Poole. It was noted that the LRALC have agreed to support the 
Committee in evaluating the role of the Clerk. In addition, it was agreed that the 
advertisement of the supporting role for the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group be 
deferred to September, in view of the difficulty of recruiting during the summer holiday 
period. 

 

20/132 AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
The following items were agreed: 
▪ Involvement in the National Tidy Campaign (11 – 27 September 2020). 
▪ Repairs to equipment in the MUGA at Manor Field. 
▪ Review of overgrown vegetation, including hedges and areas around trees. 
▪ Review of street furniture (repair and/or replacement) – including memorial bench 

on Uppingham Road. 

 

20/133 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be held on Monday 10 August 2020, commencing at 7.00 pm. 
The meeting will be held virtually via Zoom. 

 

 
The meeting closed at 20:50 
 
 
………………………………… 
Chair, 10 August 2020 
 
 

 


