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Sue Bloy, Clerk to the Parish Council 
17 Shetland Way, Countesthorpe 
Leicester, LE8 5PU 

 0116 2786280 
Email: thurnbyclerk@yahoo.co.uk 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT THE HILL COURT COMMUNITY CENTRE,  
MAIN STREET, BUSHBY, ON MONDAY 11 NOVEMBER 2019, AT 7.00 P.M. 

PRESENT 
Members: Mr H Gopsill (Chair), Mrs A Burrell, Mrs E Derrick, Mrs K Goodacre, Mrs E Hale, Mrs S Johnstone, 
Mr J King, Mr R Lamming and Mrs M Wakley. 
Clerk: Mrs S Bloy 
Members of the Public: There were two members of the public present.  

  ACTION 
19/263 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received from County/District Cllr Mr S Galton and 
District Cllr Mr P Elliott.  
The Chair reported that Mrs P Chamberlain has resigned from the Parish Council. 
Mrs Chamberlain joined the Parish Council in 2011 and was elected as Chair from 
2013 to 2019. It was agreed that the Clerk write to Mrs Chamberlain expressing 
thanks for her valuable contributions to the work of the Council over the last eight 
years. 
It was noted that this leaves a vacancy on the Parish Council and agreed that the 
Clerk notify HDC so that the vacancy can be advertised. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

19/264 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION FROM MEMBERS ON MATTERS IN WHICH 
THEY HAVE A DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST 
No reguests had been received. 

 

19/265 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 14 OCTOBER 2019 
Subject to the deletion of “July and August invoices” in minute 19/244 (iii), the 
minutes were approved and signed as a true record. 

 

19/266 MATTERS ARISING FOR INFORMATION 
There were no matters arising for information.  

 

19/267 MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
A member of the public asked if there was any further information regarding the 
purchase by Coles Nurseries of land off Uppingham Road. The Clerk reported that 
the sale is still to be completed. However, it is understood that there are no plans to 
fell the horse chestnut trees, although the trees do need some maintenance work, as 
do the poplar trees.  
Mrs M Penfold informed the meeting that she was in attendance in relation to the 
grant application by the Trustees (agenda item 12 refers). It was agreed to bring 
consideration of this item forward. Mrs Penfold thanked the Parish Council for 
previous grants totalling £14,000 which have made significant contributions to the 
upgrade of the Memorial Hall. The Parish Council is asked to grant £3,000 towards 
the cost of sanding and reproofing all floors in the hall, the total cost of which is 
£6,750. It was proposed by Mrs A Burrell and seconded by Mr J King that a grant of 
£3,375 (50% of the full cost) be made. This was RESOLVED. 

 

19/268 GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 
The provisional date of Thursday 5 December was noted. 

 

19/269 CLERK’S REPORT 
The following planning decisions were reported: 
19/00904/FUL – erection of 2 storey front, two storey rear and single storey rear 
extensions (58 Dalby Avenue, Bushby). APPROVED. 
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19/01105/FUL – erection of single storey rear and two storey side and rear 
extensions (39 Main Street, Thurnby). APPROVED. 
19/01338/FUL – erection of 2 storey front, side and rear extensions and single storey 
and lower 2 storey rear extensions, including creation of an annexe (revised scheme 
of 18/02080/FUL), (62 Dalby Avenue, Bushby). APPROVED.  
19/01562/TPO – works to trees (HDC TPO 129), (3 Grange Lane and 6 the Spinney, 
Thurnby). APPROVED. 
19/01672/NMA  – removal of alterations to roof, change from pitch to flat roof to rear 
extension (NMA to 19/00867/FUL), (47 Forest Rise, Thurnby). APPROVED.  

19/270 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
Mr H Gopsill reported that the contract with Centrebus for the 747 bus route has been 
extended by Leicestershire and Rutland County Councils for a further year to 4 
January 2021, with a 3.4% increase on the current contract price, making a total 
annual subsidy of £53,251. The County Councils will continue to monitor the service 
during this extension period with a view to determining whether a further extension is 
required from January 2021 or whether a longer-term solution be sought. It was noted 
that in the meantime the joint 747 Bus Group is being suspended. On behalf of the 
Parish Council, Mr Gopsill thanked County Cllr Mr S Galton for the work he has done 
in this matter and for chairing the Group. 

 

19/271 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
Mrs A Burrell did not take part in discussion other than to provide advice.  
a) 19/00700/OUT – outline application for up to 1,200 dwellings; access roads; local 
centre with retail, healthcare and community uses; care accommodation, two form 
primary school; multifunctional green infrastructure network; nursery; provision of 
open space including sport and recreational facilities, parks, play areas; formation of 
surface water storage ponds (means of access into site and associated highway 
works to be considered, all other matters reserved), (Scraptoft Golf Club, Beeby 
Road, Scraptoft). 
In considering the application, it was agreed that provision within the Scraptoft North 
SDA should be sited at the heart of the development, serving the needs of residents 
of the development and the settlement (Scraptoft) within which it is located. Concerns 
were expressed at the proposed locations of retail, health care, community facilities 
and the primary school on the western boundary of the settlement, rather than within 
the development. There were major concerns regarding the impact of traffic flows 
into, out of and within Scraptoft and; the consequential impact on neighbouring 
settlements, in particular the north/south flow through Thurnby and Bushby to Oadby 
and beyond.  
It was agreed to OBJECT on the following grounds: 
▪ the location of retail, health care, community facilities and school should be central 

to the development in order to be accessible to and meet the needs of the 
development and the wider settlement of Scraptoft; 

▪ concerns regarding the location of a new County primary school within close 
proximity of an existing City primary school and the consequential impact on pupil 
demand; 

▪ the need to address additional vehicular movements to and from the development; 
the impact on traffic flows within the centre of the village of Scraptoft and 
neighbouring villages; and, routes into Leicester City and routes north/south 
through the settlements of Scraptoft, Thurnby and Bushby and surrounding 
villages. 

b) 19/01672/NMA – removal of alterations to roof, change from pitch to flat roof to 
rear extension (NMA to 19/00867/FUL (47 Forest Rise, Thurnby). NOTED.  
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c) 19/01688/CLU – creation of 2 dormers to the rear, with French doors and Juliet 
balconies (10 Dalby Avenue, Bushby). NOTED.  
d) 19/01698/TCA – works to trees (fell), (58 Main Street, Bushby). It was felt that that 
the application was unclear, with no indication of the species of trees requiring work 
and the impact within a conservation area. It was agreed on this basis to OBJECT but 
to leave it to the officer to make a final decision, in consultation with tree specialists.  
e) 19/01704/TPO – works to trees (T1 and T2) (LCC TPO 6), (15 Hollies Way, 
Thurnby). It was agreed to submit a NEUTRAL response.  
f) 19/01723/FUL – erection of carport with first floor side extension above and link 
roof to garage (20 Sedgefield Drive, Thurnby). It was agreed to submit a NEUTRAL 
response with no comments.  
g) 19/01801/LCC (County Council application 2019/Reg3Mi/0254/LCC – 
reconfiguration of and extension to the car park (Fernvale, County Primary School, 
Somberby Road). It was agreed to SUPPORT the application. 
h) 19/01802/LCC (County Council application 2019/VOCM/0257/LCC) – section 73 
application for weekend working 18/19, 25/26 January and 1/2 February 2020 
(Fernvale County Primary School, Somerby Road). It was agreed to SUPPORT the 
application. 
It was proposed by Mr J King and seconded by Mrs S Johnstone that the above 
decisions be approved. This was RESOLVED. 

19/272 PLANNING ENFORCEMENT  
It was reported that a case of untidy land at a property on Sedgefield Drive had been 
closed with a review to take place in six months’ time. In addition, advertisements 
placed on railings at the Station Road junction with the A47 have been removed and 
the case closed.  

 

19/273 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a) Replacement of Clerk’s desk top computer and printer – it was reported that after 
consultation with the Chair, the Clerk had purchased a replacement desk top 
computer. It was proposed by Mr H Gopsill and seconded by Mrs A Burrell that the 
purchases be approved and that the Curry’s Know How support package for the 
computer be continued after an initial free first month. In addition, it was agreed that a 
replacement printer (B&W only) be purchased.  
b) It was proposed by Mr H Gopsill and seconded by Mrs A Burrell that the following 
be approved: 
Payments 
i) ICP Cleaning Services (4 weeks Hill Court cleaning) - £135.08 (112.56 + 22.52 VAT) 
ii) Target (dog bins – 4 weeks) - £117.80  (98.16 + 19.64  VAT) 
iii) Quick Cabs (taxibus) - £30.00 
iv) Astley Computers  (Cloud backup for Clerk’s PC – annual fee) - £120.00 
v) Mark Goddard Garden Services (works to shrubbery on The Square) - £87.50 
vi) LRALC (attendance by E Hale at Cllr training) - £40.00 
vii) DCK Accounting Solutions (Payroll) - £30.00 (25.00 + 5.00 VAT) 
viii)  S R Bloy (Salary) - £871.12 
ix) S R Bloy (reimbursement for purchase from Currys of desk top computer including virus 
protection and 1 month’s support) - £458.01 (381.67 + 76.34 VAT) 

Direct Debits 
i) HDC (monthly planned maintenance at Hill Court) - £61.33 (51.11 + 10.22 VAT) 
ii) ESPO (gas at Hill Court - October) – £29.24 
iii) Water plus (water supply and drainage at Hill Court) - £43.46 
iv) HDC – (refuse collection at Hill Court) - £18.24 
v) BT (Clerk and PCIC phone and broadband) - £156.09 
vi) EMH Homes (service charge and insurance) - £146.67 
vii) ESPO (gas at Hill Court - November) - £28.38 
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19/274 GRANT APPLICATION FROM THE TRUSTEES OF THE MEMORIAL HALL 
This agenda item had been considered earlier in the meeting (minute 19/267 refers). 

 

19/275 HIGHWAYS MATTERS 
a) Grange Lane pedestrian safety scheme – it was noted that additional remedial 
works as reported to the October meeting of the Parish Council are still to be 
completed, followed by a safety audit conducted by the Highways Authority. The 
Highways Authority will be requested to take account of observations received from 
TABS and those from a resident reported at the October meeting of the PC in the 
safety audit.  
b) Other highways matters - conversion of PC owned streetlights to LED – it was 
reported that PC owned lights (2 on Church Lane and 4 on footpath D22 between 
Uppingham Road and Main Street) have been converted to LED. It was agreed that 
those on Church Lane be moved to part-night lighting and that the lights on footpath 
D22 remain lit all night. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk & 
LCC 

19/276 RENEWAL OF URBAN GRASS CUTTING CONTRACT 
It was noted that a revised Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) will need to be 
signed by the three remaining members of the Grass Cutting Consortium. The Clerk 
is seeking guidance on the processes to be followed regarding issuing a new contract 
from 2020. 

 
 
 
 
Clerk 

19/277 CREATION OF A PILOT WILDFLOWER VERGE 
Guidance issued by LCC was noted, including the requirements for maintenance and 
the need to consult with neighbours. Mrs M Wakely suggested that an area to the 
west of the Scout hut on Court Road would be appropriate and agreed to forward a 
photograph of this to the Clerk. Mrs Wakely confirmed that she would take the lead in 
identifying a group of adult volunteers to undertake the development and ongoing 
maintenance of the area.  

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk & 
Cllr MW 

19/278 COMMUNITY SAFETY WORKING GROUP 
It was noted that the speed and volume survey in Thurnby and Bushby and Scraptoft 
has been deferred to the Spring 2020 due to ongoing works being undertaken by 
Severn Trent. 

 

19/279 COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLAN 
It was reported that advice on the final version of the plan is being sought from the 
Community Resilience Team. 

 
 
Clerk 

19/280 ADOPTION OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACE ON THE JELSON DEVELOPMENT 
It was reported that the Parish Council’s solicitor is pursuing a draft transfer of the 
POS with Jelsons. In addition, it was noted that Jelsons have confirmed that the 
progress on the provision of a public footpath to address ingress onto private land is 
being addressed. 

 

19/281 NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
It was noted that following circulation of a draft grant application to members of the 
NP Steering Group, the Clerk will submit an initial expression of interest for “Locality” 
funding, with  view to submitting a full application within the 14 days timescale.  

 
 
Clerk & 
NPSG 

19/282 “THE HUB” AT MANOR FIELD 
It was reported that a planning application is in preparation and a public consultation 
event is to be arranged for January 2020. It was noted that the Parish Council had 
previously supported the proposal in principle and it was agreed that the Parish 
Council would meet informally with representatives to obtain a without prejudice 
understanding of the proposed development. This has been provisionally arranged 
for 13 January 2020 at 18.00, prior to the scheduled PC meeting.  

 

19/283 INDOOR SPORTS FACILITIES AT WADKINS 
It was noted that a preliminary meeting with SCAPE Procure had been arranged to 
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obtain initial ideas for the development of indoor sports facilities at Wadkins.  
19/284 CPRE AGM HELD ON 9 OCTOBER 2019 

Mrs M Wakely gave a verbal report on the above event. A key message was the 
need to involve more members of the community and in particular younger 
representatives. Cllrs are invited to request more details from Mrs M Wakely. 

 
 
Cllr M 
Wakely 

19/285 HDC COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW 2019-20 
It was agreed that: 
▪ the current parish boundaries are appropriate; 
▪ the current allocation of a total of 10 Cllrs for the parish is appropriate; 
▪ the division into two wards and the balance of Cllrs (7 in Thurnby and 3 in Bushby) 

is no longer reflective of the electorate in the light of new housing development; 
▪ the wards should be merged with the 10 Cllr positions representing the parish as 

a whole; 
▪ comments by residents to be invited via the PC’s article in the TABS newsletter; 
▪ Parish Council response to be resolved at meeting on 13 January 2020. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk 

19/286 HDC ANNUAL PARISH LIAISON EVENT HELD ON 6 NOVEMBER 2019 
It was reported that this had been a useful event, particularly for newer Cllrs and 
provided a good opportunity for networking with both HDC officers and other parish 
councils. Following a brief plenary session the event took the format of brief round 
table discussions covering: planning, HDC local plan and neighbourhood planning; 
enforcement, including parish involvement in planning compliance; waste, street 
cleansing, grass cutting and environmental crime; community safety including input 
from Leicestershire Police; HDC Chief Executives’ Q&A; and, the community 
governance review.  

 

19/287 RECRUITMENT OF ADDITIONAL COMMUNITY/CO-OPTED GOVERNORS TO 
FERNVALE SCHOOL 
Mrs E Hale reported that she had put her name forward for consideration. 

 

19/288 LITTER AND DOG BINS 
It was reported, that although litter bins are replacing existing structures (dog bins) 
located on the highway, the Parish Council is still required by LCC to apply for a 
licence, the process of which includes consultation with neighbours.  

 
 
 
Clerk 

19/289 ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
Report from tree wardens – further to the planting scheme on the Telford Road green 
proposed by TABS, Mr J King recommended that the replacement of trees previously 
damaged, be funded by the Parish Council, as local residents appear to be 
addressing vandalism issues. It  It was noted that additional planting proposed by 
TABS will require a cultivation licence from LCC as the landowner. It was agreed that 
while the Parish Council will fund the replacement trees, all works will require a 
cultivation licence.  

 
 
 
 
 
Clerk & 
tree 
wardens 

19/290 AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
▪ Response to the Leicestershire support for wildlife and tree warden network 

parish/town council questionnaire. 

 

19/291 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting will be held on Monday 9 December 2019, commencing at 17.00 at 
the Hill Court Community Centre. 

 

 
The meeting closed at 20:55 
 
 
………………………………… 
Chair, Monday 9 December 2019 


