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The Parish Council cordially invites all residents to  

THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

MONDAY 18 MAY 2015, 7.30 – 9.00 PM 

ST LUKE’S PRIMARY SCHOOL, MAIN STREET, THURNBY 

 

AGENDA 
 

Approximate 
timings 
 

 

7.30 pm 1. Welcome 

 2. Apologies for absence 

 3. Introduction to Parish, District and County Councillors 

4. Vacancy on the Parish Council 

7.35 pm 5. Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 19 May 2014 

 6. Matters arising from the Minutes 

 7. Chair and Clerk’s report on behalf of the Parish Council 

7.45 pm 8. Report from the Safer Neighbourhood Team on policing issues  

7.55 pm 9. Report from the Thurnby and Bushby Tree Wardens 

8.00 pm 10. Urban grass cutting  

8.05 pm 11. Traffic calming and pedestrian safety management and parking issues  

8.15 pm 
 
8.25 pm 

12. Neighbourhood planning 

13. Update on LCC and HDC issues to include planning developments and 
the HDC Local Plan. 

8.45 pm 14. Questions and general discussion 

15. Date of next meeting 

 
 

 

 
Chair of the Parish Council 
May 2015 

Sue Bloy, Clerk to the Council 
17 Shetland Way, Countesthorpe, 
Leicester, LE8 5PU 

 0116 2786280 
Email: thurnbyclerk@yahoo.co.uk 
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ANNUAL PARISH MEETING, MONDAY 18 MAY 2015 

CHAIR AND CLERK’S REPORT  

 
This year’s Parish Council report begins with the sad news of the death of John Taylor on 26 
March 2015. He served as a Parish Councillor from 2011 until his resignation last year due to 
failing health. John made an extremely valuable contribution to the work of the Council and will 
be greatly missed by his colleagues. The Council’s thoughts are with John’s partner Sue and 
his family and friends. 
 
Local council elections take place every four years and in 2015 these coincided with the 
parliamentary and district council elections on Thursday 7 May. All nine members of the Parish 
Council were nominated and were re-elected uncontested. Following the elections, the Parish 
Council held its Annual Parish Council Meeting on Monday 11 May at which Pat Chamberlain 
was re-elected as Chair and Debbie Childs as Vice-Chair.  
 
However, the Parish Council has ten Councillor positions and therefore still has one vacancy. 
The Council would be pleased to hear from anyone who may be interested in being co-opted. 
If you think this might be a role for you, please do get in touch with the Clerk or have a word 
with one of the existing Councillors to find out more. 
 
As in previous years, much of the PC’s time has been spent considering and commenting on 
planning applications made to Harborough District Council. As residents will be aware, Bloor 
Homes put in a further application for a development at Charity Farm, Uppingham Road. The 
Parish Council objected to the application which was refused by HDC. The developers 
appealed to the Planning Inspectorate against the decision and the Parish Council 
commissioned a consultant to prepare a ‘statement of case’ as a third party to the appeal. In 
the meantime, the applicant submitted a near identical application to HDC and the Parish 
Council’s planning consultant wrote to the Planning Committee raising issues such as 
sustainability, impact on the character of the area and timing. Unfortunately, despite strong 
objections, the application was approved, although discussions are still ongoing in relation to a 
s106 agreement. 
 
The Parish Council recognises that there has to be residential development to meet housing 
needs and difficult decisions will have to be made about where this should be. The Parish 
Council is making sure that it responds robustly at all stages of consultation on the emerging 
HDC Local Plan. The Local Plan will provide certainty about where development is to take 
place across the District and hopefully put a stop to large scale planning developments at the 
behest of developers rather than in locations preferred by the local community. Cllr Simon 
Galton will speak later about progress of the HDC Local Plan.  
 
At the Annual Parish Meeting held in 2013, the Parish Council invited residents to consider the 
possibility of producing a Neighbourhood Plan. This was followed up by a questionnaire 
distributed to all households. In view of the extremely low response, the Parish Council 
concluded that there was insufficient support and it was decided instead to produce a Parish 
Plan Supplement. This was distributed with the Summer 2014 issue of the TABS Newsletter. 
Neighbourhood Planning appears later in the agenda tonight and residents are invited to give 
their views.   
 
The Parish Council continues to make grants to local groups and in the last year has made 
two large one off grants of £6,000 each. The first was to TABSASA to enable the tennis courts 
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to be cleaned and repainted. The Parish Council is delighted that the Wadkins Tennis Club is 
proving so successful and that the courts are being extremely well used as a community 
resource. The second grant was to the Memorial Hall for window, plumbng and heating work 
to be undertaken. This complemented funding obtained from s106 monies and fund raising 
activities.  
 
Last year we reported that the Parish Council had been working with the County and District 
Councillors to find a suitable location for a military memorial stone to Pte Leigh Reeves, who 
died while serving in Kabul, Afghanistan. Agreement was reached with Harborough District 
Council for the stone to be installed on the green opposite the Church on Main Street, 
Thurnby. The Memorial Stone was unveiled by Cllr Bill Boulter, Chairman of Leicestershire 
county council on 6 September 2014. It provides not only a memorial to one soldier, but it is 
also a symbol of a recent conflict and a military memorial to those many others who have died 
in service.  
 
The Parish Council appoints tree wardens and is very grateful to them for the work they do 
around the parish. Again at last week’s PC meeting Judith Lord and Alex Keller were 
reappointed for the coming twelve months. Alex will report later on trees and other 
environmental work undertaken by the tree wardens. 
 
Thanks are also due to Amanda Burrell and colleagues for running the Parish Council 
Information Centre (PCIC) on Wednesday mornings, during term time, 9.30 to 11.30 at the 
Manor Field Pavilion. Free access to the internet and advice on issues relating to information 
technology are available. Also, should you wish to view particular planning applications, do get 
in touch with Sue Bloy, the Clerk, who will arrange for them to be available during a PCIC 
session. During the year it was decided that the IT equipment which had been loaned to the 
Council in 2004 for use in the PCIC was in great need of upgrading. A new computer with a 
large screen and a printer/scanner were purchased.  
 
This report provides an outline of some of the Parish Council’s work during the last twelve 
months. For more detail, residents are invited to view the minutes. These are available on the 
Parish Council website at http://thurnbyandbushby.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/ or in the 
Parish Council Information Centre at the Manor Field Pavilion. In addition, the Parish Council 
provides a news article for the TABS Newsletter which is delivered three times a year to all 
households in the parish. 

 
Finally, the Parish Council meets on the second Monday of the month at the Manor Field 
Pavilion, Grange Lane, Thurnby. Traditionally, the start time of meetings has been 7.30 pm, 
with the agreement that meetings finish at 9.30 pm, unless it is agreed to continue. The Parish 
Council has agreed that from the meeting to be held on Monday 13 July 2015, the start 
time will be brought forward to 7.00 pm, with a finish time of 9.00 pm. The Parish Council 
invites comments from residents on bringing forward the start time for the Annual Parish 
Meeting as well, starting with the equivalent to this meeting on Monday 18 May 2016. 

 
 
Pat Chamberlain 
Chair of the Parish Council 

Sue Bloy 
Clerk to the Parish Council 

 

http://thurnbyandbushby.leicestershireparishcouncils.org/
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Tree Wardens' Report, May 2015 
 
We would like to report a third phase of roadside tree planting, this time on Station Road - 
just about possible, avoiding the line of the electricity cable for the street lighting. Also there 
has been replacement planting by the A47 and Grange Lane for trees that unfortunately 
died. We appeal to people living nearby to water the new trees little and often to help them 
to get established in their first year. 
 
This completes all verge-side planting on publically owned land. We hope private owners 
will also plant new trees, particularly in the older parts where trees contribute so much to 
the treed character of our parish. 
 
There should be no complacency in seemingly increasing the tree stock in the parish. We 
lost some mature trees through age, disease and, sadly, the sheer inconvenience of their 
location. Loss of mature trees is likely to accelerate in the next few years. We thank private 
owners who are doing their best to keep over-mature trees as long as possible. 
 
We also check all Planning Applications for tree work in the parish and comment as 
necessary. 
 
Tree Wardens find themselves concerned with any other environmental issues and have 
been involved for over ten years in rejuvenating both the land adjacent to the Randles 
Close Footpath and the Manor Field Pond. The first phase of the Randles Close hedge was 
ready for laying this year and it is hoped to complete the rest when it is ready. Also a 
wildflower area was seeded on the verge by the hedge. The Manor Field Pond has been 
regularly cleared of debris and litter thanks to local volunteers. We would be pleased to 
hear from any more volunteers. 
 
We are always pleased to advise on any tree or environment related problem and where 
necessary provide direction to the appropriate body or professional. 
 
Are there any questions anybody would like to ask now? 
 
 
Judith Lord and Alex Keller 
Tree Wardens to Thurnby & Bushby Parish Council 
 


