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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 5 MAY 2021, AT 
19:00 
 
The meeting was held virtually via Zoom and was recorded. The recording will be destroyed by the 
Clerk once the minutes have been approved. 
 
PRESENT 
Members: Mr H Gopsill (Chair), Ms F Adam, Mr C Booth, Mrs A Burrell, Ms J Cohen, Mrs E Hale, 
Mrs V Poole and Mrs M Wakley 
Clerk: Mrs S Bloy 
Members of the public: There was one member of the public present. In addition, Mr S Swinden, 
temporary Projects Officer was in attendance. 

 
21/100 ELECTION OF CHAIR AND DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 

It was proposed by Mr C Booth and seconded by Ms F Adam that Mr H Gopsill be 
elected as Chair. This was RESOLVED. It was agreed that the acceptance of office 
will be signed virtually.  

21/101 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIR AND DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE 
It was proposed by Mr H Gopsill and seconded by Mrs E Hale that Mr R Lamming be 
elected as Vice-Chair. As Mr R Lamming had given his apologies for the meeting. It 
was agreed to defer the acceptance of office and formal resolution to the next 
meeting. 

21/102 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies were received and accepted from Mrs K Goodacre, Mrs V Poole and Mr R 
Lamming and for late arrival from Mrs A Burrell. Apologies were also received from 
County/District Councillors Mr S Galton.and Mr P Elliott.  

21/103 MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 12 APRIL 2021 
The minutes of the meeting were approved. The signed copy will be retained by the 
Chair for inclusion in the Minute Book once in-person meetings have been resumed. 
It was noted that the recording of the meeting will now be deleted by the Clerk.  

21/104 MATTERS ARISING FOR INFORMATION 
There were no matters for information. 

21/105 REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION FROM MEMBERS ON MATTERS IN WHICH 
THEY HAVE A DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTEREST 
Ms F Adam declared an interest in agenda item 11 (d), planning application 
21/00599/FUL. 

21/106 UPDATE ON LEGISLATION REGARDING A RETURN TO FACE-TO-FACE 
MEETINGS 
The following issues were noted, with particular reference to the Covid-19 pandemic: 
▪ Local Councils are legally obliged from 7 May 2021 to meet in-person. 
▪ Confirmation is awaited regarding public participation. 
▪ Current guidance regarding social distancing etc post 21 June 2021 may be 

reviewed and the Parish Council needs to plan for changes. 
▪ The Parish Council needs to ensure that the Hill Court Community Centre and 

other facilities in its control (MUGA at Manor Field) are Covid-19 compliant and 
risk assessments undertaken/updated. 

It was noted that there may be a need to invest in ITC and other equipment at the Hill 
Court Community Centre and it was proposed by Ms J Cohen and seconded by Mr C 
Booth that an initial budget of £1,000 be approved, noting that elements of this will be 
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covered by funding received from a Business Rates rebate and HDC’s contribution to 
the re-opening of community facilities. This was RESOLVED. 

21/107 MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
A member of the public raised the following issues: 
a) The Oak tree on Jubilee Walk and the newly planted hedging on the boundary 
between Jubilee Walk and the A47 - the Parish Council expressed thanks to the 
resident for keeping the Oak watered and for weeding the hedging. It was noted that 
HDC have been asked to weed spray the hedging. 
b) Consideration by the Parish Council regarding the purchase of a flagpole and flag 
to be located near to the Hill Court Community Centre – it was agreed that the most 
appropriate location would be on one of the greens in front of the Hill Court 
Community Centre and the Rose and Crown, but that there may difficulty due to the 
number of trees in situ. Another possibility was the small grass verge opposite Hill 
Court. It was noted that there would need to be a rota for putting up and taking down 
a flag. It was proposed by Mr H Gopsill and seconded by Mrs M Wakley that this be 
pursued, noting that permission will be required from the landowner LCC, together 
with planning permission from HDC as the Planning Authority. This was RESOLVED. 

21/108 CLERK’S REPORT 
a) Planning decisions: 
20/02043/FUL – erection of two dwellings (Land at the Cuttings, Thurnby). 
APPROVED. 
20/02024/FUL – erection of dwelling, detached garage and annexe (Firs Farm, The 
Square, Thurnby). APPROVED with conditions regarding the annexe remaining 
ancilliary to the main dwelling and the need for surveys relating to land contamination. 
20/00524/TCA – works to trees (fell) (51 Main Street, Thurnby). APPROVED. 
b) Thurnby and Bushby page on the Nature Spot website – it was noted that LCC will 
cover the initial £200.00 set up fee and that the Parish Council would thereafter be 
required to fund an annual management fee of £50.00. It was proposed by Mrs M 
Wakley and seconded by Mr C Booth that a page be established for Thurnby and 
Bushby. This was RESOLVED. Mrs M Wakley agreed to be the main contact. 
c) Holiday Sports Club – it was noted that photos of the Easter school holiday event 
are to be included in the summer issue of the TABS newsletter and a further club is 
being arranged to take place in August. It was RESOLVED to fund a further event in 
the summer school holiday. 

21/109 COUNCILLORS’ REPORTS 
There was nothing to report. 

21/110 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
The following applications were considered. Ms F Adam declared an interest and did 
not take part in consideration of application 21/00599/FUL.  
a) 21/00532/FUL – hip to gable loft conversion with extension of rear box dormer to 
form first floor rear extension, erection of front porch and erection of 
outbuilding/annexe (57 Forest Rise, Thurnby). It was agreed to submit a NEUTRAL 
response with no comments.  
b) 21/00556/FUL – erection of two storey side and rear extension, single storey side 
and rear extension, porch and internal alterations (1 Chestnut Drive, Bushby). It was 
agreed to submit a NEUTRAL response with the following comments for 
consideration by the planning case officer: concerns regarding massing and 
overdevelopment of the site; and, potential lack of off-street parking. 
c) 21/00596/FUL (revised plans) – erection of porch and covered area to front (692 
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Uppingham Road, Thurnby). The following response submitted following email 
correspondence was agreed: "The Parish Council considered the application by email 
correspondence for formal resolution at the meeting to be held on 5 May 2021. It was 
noted that the proposed porch had been reduced in size and recommendations have 
been given regarding removal of a canopy, retention of original brickwork and use of 
materials. It was agreed to submit a NEUTRAL response and leave final decisions to 
be taken by the planning officer". 
d) 21/00599/FUL – erection of single storey side extension (The Health Suite, 624A 
Uppingham Road, Thurnby). It was agreed to submit a NEUTRAL response with a 
comment that there may be vehicular issues to be addressed by the Highways 
Authority. 
e) 21/00607/FUL – change of use of existing office to a dwelling (C3) and erection of 
single storey rear extension (Tudor House, 913A Uppingham Road, Bushby). It was 
agreed to submit a NEUTRAL response. However, it was noted that the planning 
application delineated a boundary of the site of the proposed separate dwelling 913A 
to dwelling 913, with only one access to both properties, via 913 Uppingham Road. 
Concerns were expressed regarding future applications to create an additional 
access. 
f) 21/00670/TPO – works to trees (fell), (LCC TPO 13), (10 Benion Road, Bushby). It 
was agreed to submit a NEUTRAL response and leave the decision to the landscape 
officer at LCC.  
g) 21/00723/NMA – alterations to windows, door and roof (non-material amendments 
to 20/00626/NMA), (8 Hollies Way, Thurnby). It was agreed to note this application.  
It was proposed by Mr E Hale and seconded by Mr H Gopsill that the above decisions 
be approved. This was RESOLVED. 

21/112 PLANNING AND ENFORCEMENT MATTERS 
The following were noted: 
a) Concerns regarding the removal of trees within the conservation area at a property 
on Uppingham Road. No breach had been found the case has been closed.  
b) Concerns regarding fly tipping, litter and related matters at Telford Way – this is 
dealt with under agenda item 18 below (minute 21/118 refers). 

21/113 PLANNING APPEAL (PLANNING APPLICATION 20/01100/FUL, 3 DALBY 
AVENUE, BUSHBY) 
It was noted that the planning appeal (APP/F2415/D/20/3263844) has been 
dismissed by the Planning Inspectorate. 

 20:07 Mr H Gopsill left the meeting, returning at 20:12. Mrs M Wakley took the chair 
in his absence. 

21/114 FINANCIAL MATTERS 
a) Grant application by Houghton on the Hill Allotment Club - £159.24. It was noted 
that this is to cover the additional levy charged by Houghton Parish Council to 
allotment holders who live outside the parish.  
b) Payments 
Payments:   
i) LRALC (Covid getting your employees back to work training attended by Chair and 
Clerk) - £50.00 
ii) JCS (External windows at Hill Court, April 2021) - £21.78 (18.15 + 3.63 VAT) 
iii) Target (dog bins) - £210.60 (175.50 + 35.10 VAT) 
ii) DCK Accounting Solutions (Payroll) - £30.00 (25.00 + 5.00 VAT) 
v) S R Bloy (Salary - £974.73 
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vi) Memorial Hall Grant - £2,000 
vi) S R Bloy (reimbursement for annual Zoom account charge) - £143.88 
c) Insurance renewal: 
It was agreed to renew the Parish Council’s insurance policy at a cost of £1,097.79, 
noting that the premium will need to be further reviewed when the PC takes over the 
public open space at the Jelson development off Pulford Drive. 
d) Unity Trust Bank signatories and authorization: 
It was agreed that the Clerk will bring forms to the next in-person meeting for 
completion and signature and formal resolution.  
It was proposed by Mr H Gopsill and seconded by M J Cohen that the above be 
approved. This was RESOLVED. 

21/115 HIGHWAYS MATTERS 
a) On street parking issues on Grange Lane – it was reported cars are being parked on the 
pavement to the north of Grange Lane. It was noted that this issue had been raised during 
the recent site meeting with LCC Highways ref MVAS. It was agreed to pursue whether this is 
an issue for Highways or the police.  
b) Update on provision of Mobile Vehicle Activation Signs (MVAS) – a site meeting has been 
held regarding the position of posts for the mobile vehicle activation signs, which will be 
moved around the parish. LCC Highways will undertake an assessment, with a view to the 
PC distributing consultation letters. 

21/116 ADOPTION OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACE ON THE JELSON DEVELOPMENT OFF 
PULFORD DRIVE 
It was reported that the HDC Monitoring Officer had offered advice that the Parish 
Council should not proceed unless it had conducted a due diligence review of the 
obligations it would be taking on. It was agreed to request that the PC’s solicitors 
provide a detailed and costed proposal to conduct such a review. 

 18:30 Mrs A Burrell joined the meeting. 

21/117 PROPOSAL FOR AN INDOOR SPORTS FACILITY AT WADKINS 
The PC agreed that the Project Officer should continue to pursue HDC regarding a 
potential alternative site and to identify which parties are responsible for providing 
that site. Thanks were expressed by Councillors for the briefing provided by Mr S 
Galton.  

21/118 LITTER, FLY TIPPING AND RELATED MATTERS AT TELFORD WAY, THURNBY 
It was reported that the above issues have been reported to and are being addressed 
by Harborough District Council. Thanks were expressed to Mrs A Burrell for 
progressing this issue.  

 21:00 It was agreed to continue the meeting and continue to complete the agenda. 

21/119 TABS NEWSLETTER ARTICLE 
It was agreed that the following be included in the article: litter/fly tipping; sports club.  

21/120 COMMUNITY FIBRE PARTNERSHIP 
It was noted that the Parish Council is not eligible for Community Fibre Partnership 
funding.  

21/121 REPORTS FROM WORKING GROUPS 
a) Environmental working group – the notes circulated by the Working Group were 
noted. 

21/122 PERSONNEL MATTERS (Confidential) 
It was noted that sickness cover is being pursued with the PC’s Insurance Broker. 

21/123 AGENDA ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING 
No items were agreed. 
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21/124 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
The next meeting is currently scheduled to take place on Monday 14 June 2021, 
commencing at 19:00 at the Hill Court Community Centre. However, it was noted that 
this may be subject to change 

 
The meeting closed at 21:05 
 

 
Signed by Chair 
 
Date:23 June 2021 


